[image: image1.jpg]What you need to know when it
comes to fireproofing your cabin

By Toby Welch

OREST FIRE SEASON
is upon us, and now is the
time to improve your chances
Of saving your COttage in case
flames come knocking on
your door.

By creating primary and secondary fire-
breaks, you'll increase your chances of keep-
ing your cottage intact. What are firebreaks?
They are a gap in combustible material
(mainly dead and dying vegetation) that is
geared to slow the spread of fires. For maxi-
mum effectiveness, it is recommended you
have a primary firebreak 5 metres
around your cottage and a second-
ary firebreak circling your cottage
15 metres away.
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THE ORIGINAL

H PRIMARY FIREBREAKS
Here are some ways to create this initial
safety zone and avoid fuelling a fire:
+ Get rid of all dead grass in the area.
+ Keep debris around the cottage to a mini-

mum. Get rid of the piles of stuff you've

. been meaning to get to “someday.”

« Try not to allow vegetation such as flow-
ers, shrubs or hedges to grow against the
cottage.

« Prune tree limbs so they are no lower
than 3 metres above the ground, and
keep branches a minimum of 3 metres
from your chimney.

« Thin out dense vegetation. Make a break
between the trees in your yard
and those in the surrounding
forest if possible.

« Keep trees and shrubs spaced
apart and watered.

« Areas in your yard that collect
leaves are where embers will
flare up during a wildfire. Rake
those spaces often.

+ Mow your grass regularly.

« Avoid using an overabundance
of landscaping bark or mulch,
another hot spot for embers.

« Keep your gutters and roof free
of leaves, needles, branches and other
debris.

« Remove tree branches that overhang the
cottage, porch and deck.

- Store firewood, picnic tables, wooden
boats and other movables as far as pos-
sible from your cottage, not right outside
your door. These items burn intensely.

+ Screen open areas around your cottage
with wire mesh 1/8-inch or smaller (i.e.
under the porch, beneath the deck, etc.)

« Keep the space under your deck free of L

clutter. A deck is hazardous when com-
bustible materials and debris collect
underneath it.

- Consider replacing the wooden trellis
near your cottage with a metal one.

By making some changes, you not only |

increase your chances of saving your cot-
tage, you increase the likelihood that

firefighters will save your place over
another. Put yourself in a firefighter’s

shoes: A fire is racing toward two cot-

tages. One stuccoed cottage has an unclut-

tered yard with thinned out trees and
nothing littering the ground. The other is

wrapped in vinyl siding and sits in a yard

full of trash bags, fallen trees and discarded
wood scraps. If you were a firefighter,
which would be the most likely salvage?
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Try to keep additional structures such as out- |
houses, sheds and fences outside the prima-
ry firebreak, as these fuel sources can quickly

. cause a fire to become out of control.

H SECONDARY FIREBREAKS

A secondary firebreak will further increase
 the chances of your cottage surviving a for-

est fire. Here are some ways to create the
defensible space:
- Thin trees so the tops are more than 5

metres apart. A continuous canopy of |
trees, while beautiful and shade provid- |

ing, is not desirable when a fire is rag-

ing your way. Tree crown fires burn very |

strong.

« Prune tree limbs so they are no lower

than 2 metres off the ground.

+ Remove all dead branches on your property. i
« Don't let litter accumulate. Get rid of the |

remnants from your last barbecue and
items used for slingshot target practice.

» Keep fire safety in mind when construct-

ing fences, sheds and outbuildings on
your property—they need the same

attention as your cottage. If possible, |

keep structures out of the primary fire-
break.

« Propane and oil tanks should be kept away
as far away from the cottage as possible
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[image: image3.jpg]and away from flammable vegetation.

« If your cottage is on sloped land, the sec-
ondary firebreak needs to be extended
to 25 metres or more, as fire can travel
uphill extremely fast. The steeper the
slope, the faster fire can spread.

B LANDSCAPING
When landscaping, choose greenery that
has a high moisture content, as it is gen-
. erally the most fire-resistant. Having
. fire-resistant plants and trees around the
cottage that are watered and trimmed reg-
ularly improve the effectiveness of your
~ firebreak.
As the British Columbia Forest Service
~ points out, “There are two primary prin-
ciples in designing landscapes to protect
against fire: fuel reduction and inter-
- ruption of a fire’s path. A FireSmart [see
. “Be FireSmart,” page 32] landscape uses
- fire-resistant plants that are strategically
planted to resist the spread of fire to your
home. If your home or cottage is located
in or adjacent to forests or rangeland, you
also should consider the flammability of
. plants within your home landscape. Flam-
mable plant material in your landscape can
increase the fire risk around your home.
Owners should take active steps to mini-
mize or reduce the fuel and fire-hazard
around their homes, including planting
. fire-resistant plants.”
' The Forest Service continues, “So what
are fire-resistant plants? Fire-resistant »

N FOREST FIRE

« Forest fire season runs from April through
October.

*There are, on average,
10,000 forest fires a year.

« Forest fires burn an average of 25,000 square
kilometres every year. .

« More than $400 million is spent annually to
fight fires.

« Forest fires can travel at speeds exceeding 6
kilometres an hour but the norm is around
half a kilometre an hour.

- Just over half the forest fires in Western
Canada are caused by lightning, the rest by
people.

« Canada has 10 per cent of the world’s forests.

« One of the worst forest fires in Canadian his-
tory raged across northern Manitoba in the
summer of 1989. 25,000 people were evacu-
ated and firefighting costs exceeded $70
million.
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[image: image4.jpg]. plants are plants that don't readily ignite from a flame or other

 ignition source. Although fire-resistant plants can be damaged

. or even killed by fire, their foliage and stems don’t contribute

 significantly to the fuel and, therefore, the fire’s intensity. Good

. placement of fire-resistant trees can, in fact, help protect your

~ home by blocking intense heat. There is a wide array of trees and
other plants to choose for your landscape that are both attractive
and FireSmart.”

. W FENCES
Fences can lead a fire right to your cottage. A wood fence close
. to your cottage increases its potential to become ashes. Consider

using fire-resistant fencing or moving fences away from struc-
tures. Never attach a fence directly to your cottage.

B YOUR COTTAGE

Many cottages go up in flames after igniting on the inside from
sparks or burning debris that come through open windows,
doors, under the eaves and such. Your cottage will have a higher
survival rate if it is spark-proof.

Roofs easily catch fire when the wind carries sparks onto
them; once your roof is ablaze, fire moves rapidly to the rest
of your cottage. When your cottage needs a new roof, consider
using cement or concrete products, asphalt, fire-resistant

wood shakes, metal or even terra-cotta

s thermo-reactive fire brick
heat direcll§tiito the room. They have be
certified
PE1006.
and u

hassles:

d. burn times, large-lo

n woverall efficiency of 82.5

tiles. Shingles and untreated wood
shakes offer no safety and are an ideal
fire fuel. A cottage’s roof is the most vul-
nerable part of the building.

The most fire-resistant exterior mate-
rial choices include brick, stucco, con-
crete, metal and rock. And, interestingly,
logs offer better resistance than vinyl
siding.

In a fire, broken windows give flames a
way inside your cottage. Consider installing

Partners in Protection,
an Alberta-based coali-
tion of associations and
government agencies
responsible for emer-
gency services, land-use
planning and forest/
park management and
research, began the
FireSmart program, the objective of which is
to reduce risk of fire losses and enhance safety
in the wildland-urban interface. An interface
fire is a wildland fire that puts communities
and people at risk.

Partners in Protection published the first
FireSmart publication, FireSmart: Protecting
Your Community From Wildfire, an interactive
manual providing individuals with the neces-
sary tools in planning and in mitigating the
risk of fire in interface areas.

The British Columbia Forest Service - Pro-
tection Program then published their own

Princess 1006

PARTNERS IN
PROTECTION

Serving Satisfied Customers for 30 Years!
3711 - 248th STREET & FRASER HIGHWAY, ALDERGROVE

Call us at 604-856-1551 or 1-800-315-8155

www.stovesandstones.com

Home Owners FireSmart Manual based on
information provided by Partners in Protec-
tion.

To download a PDF of FireSmart: Protect-
ing Your Community From Wildfire, or to learn
more about the FireSmart program, visit
www.partnersinprotection.ab.ca.To download
a PDF of the Home Owners FireSmart Manual,
visit the Wildfire Management Branch of the BC
Forest Service website at www.bcwildfire.ca.
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[image: image5.jpg]non-flammable shutters, especially if you
have single-pane windows. When it is time
to replace your windows, use triple-pane
windows or tempered glass if possible.

B PRESCRIBED BURN

You may wish to do a prescribed burn to
get rid of flammable vegetation. Contact
. your local fire department for help. If you
é try to do it yourself, you could start a wild-
fire, the very thing you are trying to avoid.
While none of these changes guarantee
your cottage will survive a forest fire, they
do increase your chances of being one of

the lucky ones left standing. @

With wildfire prevention and reduction in the
forefront in recent years, Alberta’s Partners in
Protection teamed up with the Washington
State Department of Natural Resources Fire
Prevention Education to educate the public
on this issue. They asked Canadian gardening
. expert Jim Hole to create a list of fire-resistant
plants, trees and shrubs, and he agreed. Hole
has graciously allowed us to reprint his list.

\ Perennial Plants and Groundcovers berge-

i nia, blanket flower, bluegrass, Kentucky buf-
falograss, candytuft, carpet bugle, cinquefoil,

. columbine, coral bells, coreopsis, cotoneaster,
bearberry, daisy, shasta, daylily, dusty miller,
fescue, creeping red, flax, fleabane, geranium,
hen and chicks, iris, kinnickinnick, lambs ear,
lupine, mahonia, creeping mock strawberry,
myrtle, dwarf periwinkle, penstemon, rocky
mountain, pinks, poppy, potentilla, primrose,
pussytoes, ryegrass, sage, sedum, goldmoss,
snow-in-summer, stonecrop, wild thrift,
thyme, creeping valerian, red violet, Canadian
Virginia creeper, wheatgrass, winterfat, yar-
row, yucca

A

Coral bells Lambs ear

Trees alder, ash, aspen, birch, cottonwood,

hackberry, rose family (apple, pear, plum, haw-

thorn, etc.), maple, olive, poplar, narrowleaf
cottonwood prunus

. Shrubs blueberry, buckthorn, buffaloberry,

cherry, chokecherry, cinquefoil, deerbrush,

dogwood, gooseberries and currants, hon-

. eysuckle, lilac, mockorange, plum, raspberry,
roses, saltbush, sumac

Services Offered:
» Staining
» Chinking
» Media blasting
» Restorations
» Structural Inspections
» Detailed cost estimates
» Log additions and accents
» Metal roof refurbishing
» Custom blasted stone
» Rot removal and log
replacement
» Antiquing

Franklin Industries
472 VLA Road, Cawston, B.C.,
VOX 1C1
604-802-2647/fax 250-499-2525
www.logrestoration.ca

4-802-2647 Or: Rick Peterkin - 250-571-4355
franklin.ind@hotmail.com





