   [image: image1.jpg]


               WATCH LAKE – NORTH GREEN LAKE                 [image: image2.png]



VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

5771 Green Lake North Road                
70 Mile House, BC, V0K 2K1
www.wlnglfiredept.org
   Newsletter - Summer 2012          
Good News
Thanks in part to the extremely wet weather so far this season we have not encountered the high or extreme wildfire hazard that is generally a concern at this time of year.  The long range weather forecast says that summer will eventually get here and this situation will certainly change as things dry out.  In early spring we did have a few dry weeks, but thankfully most residents respected the early burning restrictions and we made it through with no incidents.  Whatever comes our way throughout the summer and into the fall your fire department is well prepared.  We currently have a roster of 33 members.  As a result of a recent, extensive training program 18 of the firefighters are now also trained as first responders and an additional 3 members are first responders only.  Our Auxiliary also has about 25 active members who work hard to organize fund-raising events. In all, this is a good turnout for a community of our size, but some members are only part-time residents and a few others travel south during the winter months.  We would like to encourage any other residents, either full or part-time, to drop by a Tuesday practice or call Chief, Andy Palaniak at 250-456-7460 (e-mail: wlnglvfd@gmail.com) to see how you can donate just a few hours of your time to the protection of your community without having to make a long-term commitment.  Anyone with carpentry, mechanical or first aid skills would be particularly welcome.  The Auxiliary too can always people who can spare a bit of their time to help out at special events.  If you can help out here please contact Giselle Poliseno at 250-395-9082 (e-mail: ggpoliseno@gmail.com).
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                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Some of the crew at a summer training session
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                                                                                                                             Simulated MVA                                                                                                                                           Practice Burn
The firefighters meet every Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m. to practice their fire fighting skills and to perform maintenance on the equipment.  Practice scenarios are set up so that members get as much live-fire experience as possible.

Equipment Review:
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                                                         Engine E11                                                                                                                                               Engine E21
The 2 pumpers (E11 and E21) are in excellent shape for their years of service, but both are only a couple of years from retirement age as mandated by the Insurance Underwriters.  The Board is already looking at grants and fund-raising activities to raise enough money to purchase a replacement for at least one of them.
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                                                                                                                                      Tender T11                                                                                                                                                           Tender T21
The two newest tenders, T11 and T21, are now fully equipped to give rapid response to wildfires or to provide water backup to the two pumpers for any kind of structure fire.  One truck caries 1700 gallons of water and the other carries 1880 gallons.  Either truck can be filled in less than 3 minutes from any locally available water source. 
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                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Pickup FR21
 [image: image11.jpg]


                                                                                                                                                                          The 2 one-ton trucks, FR11 and FR21, each carry 250 gallons of water and FR21 pulls the trailer carrying the pumps for rapid filling of the tenders from the lakes when possible.  These vehicles have been used to attack off-road fires that the larger equipment cannot reach and are also available for First Responder transportation.
                                                                                                                                                  Pickup FR11 
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                                         Director, Ken Leyland, witching                                                                                                                                         Weston Water Wells’ drill rig
The next stage in the completion of construction of the new fire halls will be to install plumbing for toilets and washing facilities and the first step in this project is to drill a well for water.  We received a BC Lotteries Special Projects Grant to drill the well and the work began in April with the witching for a suitable location.  During May we had Weston Water Wells come in and do the actual drilling.  The well depth was deeper than the original estimate and, had we not been given a very generous break in the drilling cost by Jerry and Helen Weston, we would have exhausted the total grant in drilling and casing alone.  A slow feed of water directly from the well will keep the emergency supply tank topped-up. (described in the Vice President’s Report below)  If there are no unforeseen expenses, after the tank is in the ground we may be able to run a water line to the Hall by the end of the summer.  Plumbing to washrooms and showers will remain unfinished until we can raise more funds.
We all have reasons why we can’t be members of the fire department, but as you’ll see, there are just as many reasons why we can give just a few hours each month for the benefit of our whole community.

Have a safe and enjoyable summer.  Your firefighters and first responders are there for you in case of emergency, but only you can prevent the emergency from happening in the first place.
Roy Allan

President, WL-NGL VFD

Note: There will be no Summer General Meeting this year.  If you have any concerns that require our attention please contact any one of the Board members.  

From the Vice - Progress on Water Tank:
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                                                                                                                                                                                                            Vice President, Alan Boyd and Firefighter, Bob Smith with water tank
As many of you are aware, access to water for our tenders is an ongoing concern to us all.  Your Board and the Firefighters have determined that placing some underground tanks at strategic locations throughout our service area would provide us with accessible water year round. We have been fortunate to acquire an 8,500 gal. storage tank which will be installed underground at the Hall #1 location. The tank was in need of some repairs, these are being done by Director Granberg and his family assisted by anyone with expertise in fiberglass construction. Anyone wishing to assist should contact Lee Granberg at 250-456-7314.

Director Watrich will produce enough sand to bed the tank, to ensure that the flexing when water is put in and removed from the tank does not create a rub spot and then a leak. Sometime later in July I will arrange for an excavator to dig the hole and bed the tank. We will then place the tank, and partially fill it to test for leaks. When that is successfully done, we shall continue to bed the tank to at least 2/3s of the height. At this point we will do a manhole with a cover and all the necessary plumbing for filling and removing the water to and from our trucks. The time frame for completion is the end of August.
Alan Boyd

Vice President, WL-NGL VFD 
Why I can’t be on the fire department – 1

I can’t be on the fire department because I am an 86 year old farmer from Saskatchewan who recently had cataract surgery.  I have been a fire fighter for 20 years now.  I know how the trucks and pumps run and how to fix them.  If some of our “vintage” equipment breaks down, we can’t always find parts, so I machine us a “new” part.  I’m Les Hewitt and I am on the fire department.

Financial Statements:
Attached to this newsletter you will find our mid-year financial statement.  It is always worrisome at this time of year as we review our finances with the hope that no unexpected expenses arise between now and the end of December.  As costs of fuel (both for vehicles and heating), maintenance, electricity and insurance continue to rise, we must budget our funds very carefully.  The annual dues paid by property owners just cover the general operations of the department, whereas training, health and safety equipment (including first responder supplies), electronics, vehicle upgrades, construction and renovations can only be covered by grants, donations and fund raising.
Guy Aggiss

Director / Treasurer

Why I can’t be on the fire department – 2
I can’t be on the fire department because I work full time as a registered nurse in the emergency department at 100 Mile House Hospital.  I also work as an online tutor for the Emergency Nursing Specialty at BCIT.  I am a whole 5’3” and make up for any lack of physical strength with lots of energy!  I help organize 1st responder training.  I am a 1st responder and fire fighter because I want to contribute to my community using the skills I have.  I’m Joanne Macaluso and I am on the fire department.

Your Website Talks Back:
                              The Watch Lake - North Green Lake Volunteer Fire Dept. website - www.wlnglfiredept.org – has now been in operation for more than one year.  Its purpose is to help promote fire prevention within our service area, and inform you of resources to help protect your property from fires.  We are now averaging 20 unique enquires to the website per day, or nearly 600 per month.  This is very good for our small region.  In fact, the most interesting part is that the website is also getting inquiries from such distant places as Russia, Saudi Arabia, Ukraine, China, Netherlands, Turkey, Romania, and Australia.  I guess these countries like the fire prevention information we provide, as they may not have access to this material locally.

Some of the website features include: updated information on the types of equipment the fire department uses to protect our homes and property; photographs of our firefighters and first responders in action; information on how to become a volunteer firefighter; upcoming events and fire-related news, etc.  It is through your interest and support that the fire department has been able to maintain and update this site on a continuous basis. 

Top recent stories that have been of most interest to you include: the dangers of asbestos exposure; a warning not to use your cell phone when refuelling; a nurse’s heart attack experience; and signs to look for that may indicate the imminent danger of a chimney fire.
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Our Facebook page has also proven very popular (a link to it can be found in the lower right hand corner of the website “Home’ page).  We are using Facebook to show videos on fire safety and protection, as well as to give you a more global view of actions taken by volunteer firefighters throughout Canada and the United States.  If you are a member of Facebook, you can leave a comment or enter your own suggestions about improving the fire department and its website.  If you appreciate the information presented on the Facebook page, please click on the “Like” button to show that you want us to continue posting this type of information.

Additionally, access to Flicr through the website allows us to post more pictures of our firefighters in action, either at a practice or at an actual fire.  If you have your own fire-related pictures that you’d like to post to Flicr, please use the “Contact Us” tab on the website to send us your photos.

Future enhancements include the sending of our quarterly newsletters in full color to all members with e-mail addresses.  The Summer 2012 newsletter will be the first of its type to be sent this way. Eventually, we plan to have a process in place to pay your annual dues through the website.  If you have questions, again, please use the “Contact Us” tab on the website to reach us.  

We need assistance from the community in making the section in the web site on the history of the Fire Department as accurate and as interesting as possible.  If anyone recalls the founding of the WLNGLVFD, please contact Bob Nathane at bob@bnathane.com.

Bob Nathane

Director / Web Master
Why I can’t be on the fire department – 3
I can’t be on the fire department because I’m a middle aged school teacher who only lives here part time and am not physically very strong.  I have been a fire fighter now for 5 years and recently took the course to become a 1st responder.  I have also taken the courses required to become the trainer, and now train our new recruits in basic fire fighting.  I’m Jayne Palaniak and I am on the fire department.
The Chief’s Corner:

It looks like summer weather may actually be starting as I write this.  Things will dry out quickly, even though the conditions have been really wet lately.  I’d like to remind everyone that there is a burning prohibition in effect.  Campfires are still allowed, and the official description of a campfire is 50cm x 50cm x 50cm.  More information can be found at http://bcwildfire.ca  .  If you see a wildfire, call 1-800-663-5555.  
Things have been busy in the fire department – but thankfully not in the “fire” department.  There has only been one fire call so far this year and it was a false alarm.  Better safe than sorry.  There have been a few first responder and vehicle accident calls.  In May we got a few new members.  8 people have been newly trained as first responders and 5 of them are new to the department.  We also have 3 new fire fighters who have been joining us at practice and taking basic training.  At our weekly practices, we have been using the new tender, and it is proving to be a great asset.
Everyone has smoke detectors these days.  They are required by building code.  We all know to change the batteries in them when the clocks change.  They save lives.  Unfortunately, most of us have only done the first two steps of three that are needed to have the detectors do their job.  1.Got it.  2.Batteries work.  3.TEST the smoke detector.  After we put the batteries in, we assume we’re good.  Take the time to do the test.  Most have a button on them that you simply push, then the unit will beep a few times to confirm its working.  If you’re not sure how, check your owner’s manual or look up the model online.  Working smoke alarms save lives, reduce injuries and damage – have you tested yours?
Andy Palaniak

Acting Fire Chief

Why I can’t be on the Fire Department – 4

I can’t be on the fire department because I live 350 miles away in Seattle Washington.  I come to the lake as much as I can, but it’s never enough time.  I am on the department’s Board of Directors and manage its website (www.wlnglfiredept.org) and Facebook page.  If you haven’t visited either website, please do so.  There is a wealth of information about the fire department, fire safety and prevention and photographs of our fire fighters in action.  I go to meetings when I’m up and keep in touch by email.  I’m Bob Nathane and I am on the fire department.

Auxiliary News:
Bake and Garage Sale

The 16th Annual Bake and Garage Sale was a huge success.  A couple of weeks prior to the event, several ladies got together at Helen Eagle’s residence to make 125 of their famous apple pies for the bake sale.  On May 19th, the Sonny Johnson Memorial Fire Hall (Hall #2) was busy with energetic auxiliary members setting up tables, arranging as well as pricing the garage sale items for the next day.  Saturday morning was beautiful and the bargain hunters were at the door early.  They were very pleased at the selection of items available to them including a variety of home baked goods.  The BBQ was also a success serving breakfast sandwiches and later hamburgers and hot dogs.  Thank you to Candace Tyler, who organized and supervised the BBQ, and her crew Vito Burtini, Lawrence Eagle, Alan Watrich, Joni Guenther and Donna Grimshaw for a job well done. At the end of the day, we made just over $3000.00.  As president of the auxiliary, I would like to thank all our wonderful volunteers for their hard work to make this a great success, as well as, the individuals who donated items. 

Moose Turd Count

The ‘Moose Turd’ count at the Bake and Garage Sale was 791.  Thank you to all who tried to guess the amount. 

Raffle tickets

The members are now busy selling raffle tickets.  The next raffle ticket sales will be on the following days:

Saturday, July 28th at Save-On-Foods 

Friday, August 3rd at the Cariboo Mall

Friday, August 17th at Save-On-Foods

Thursday, August 30th at Save-On Foods

Friday, August 31st at the Cariboo Mall

Come out and see what we have for prizes. All it takes is one ticket to win. Individuals interested in purchasing tickets from a member, please contact me.  The winning tickets will be drawn on Saturday, September 15th.

Dinner and Auction

Due to poor ticket sales, the auxiliary decided to cancel the 4th Annual Dinner and Auction scheduled for June 16th.  I would like to thank all the members who sold tickets as well as everyone who purchased them.  

Firefighters’ Appreciation Dinner

Our next event will be the Firefighters’ Appreciation Dinner scheduled on Saturday, October 20th at the Watch Lake Community Hall. Come and join us to show our gratitude to the hard working firefighters.  The doors will open at 4:30 p.m. and a potluck dinner will be served at 6 p.m. The auxiliary will be supplying the turkey and ham for approximately 80 to 90 people. If you are interested in attending, please call me at 250-395-9082.

If you would like to purchase raffle tickets or would like more information with regards to the Auxiliary, please contact me.

Have a great summer.   

Gisele Poliseno

Auxiliary President   
------  //  ------
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Balance Sheet As at 06/27/2012

ASSET

Current Assets

Petty Cash

GIC

Bank Account Gaming
Bank Account General
Total Cash

Accounts Receivable
Total Receivable
Total Current Assets

Capital Assets
Fire Fighting Equipment
Net - Equipment
Vehicle

Net - Vehicle

Building

Net - Building

Land

Total Capital Assets

TOTAL ASSET
LIABILITY

Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable
Prepaid Fire Dues
Total Payables
HST Paid on Purchases
HST Owing (Refund;
Total Current Liab

TOTAL LIABILITY

EQUITY

f

Retained Earnings - Previous Year
Current Earnings

Total Owners Equity

TOTAL EQUITY

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

Generated On: 06/27/2012

300.00
3,316.25
6,954.47

11,596.58

0.00

67,317.59
29619856

335,400.00

22,167.30

0.00

22,167.30

67,317.59
298,198.56

335,400.00
22,100.00

72801615

745,183.45

-3,798.36

783,788.72
-34,806.91

748,981.81
748,981.81

745,183.45

$4048.64 of this is restriced for Well and Tank
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Income Statement 01/01/2012 to 06/27/2012

REVENUE

Fire Dues 43,559.79 $5234.00 in PrePaid Fire Dues are included

FF Revenue 0,00

Gov. Grants 15,000.00 THIS IS RESTRICTED FOR WELL AND TANK HALL 1
NET REVENUE 58,559.79

MISC. REVENUE

GST Refund 4,673.06
Donations & Sales 1,218.83
Refunds 199.76
TOTAL OTHER REVENUE 6,091.65
TOTAL REVENUE 64,651.44
EXPENSE

Acounting & Legal 300.00
Advertising & Promotions 1,265.40
Bank Charges 53.10
Buisness Fees & Licenses 1,548.00
Courier & Postage 394.92
Freight Expense 542.06
Fire Equipment 13,398.42
Fuel 1,350.68
Insurance 11,098.00
Meals 799.49
Milage & Travel 2,376.08
Misc. Expense 11,574.57 Weston Water Wells $9778.00
Office Supplies 298.15
Rent N 485.00
Repairs & Maintenance 2,380.27
Tools 372.44
Training 2,550.00
UtilitiesTelephone 0.00
Utilities Hall 1 (Gas & Elec.) 1,447.86
Utilities Hall 2 (Gas & Elec.) 1,405.00
Vehicle Exp. FR 11 1,315.75
Vehicle Exp. Eng. 11 99.05
Vehicle Exp. Tender 11 0.00
Vehicle Exp. Tender 12 313.21
Vehicle Exp. FR 21 0.00
Vehicle Exp. Eng. 21 0.00
Vehicle Exp. Tender 21 0.00
Vehicle Exp. Tender 21 New 42,987.10
Vehicle Insurance 838.00
WCB 85.80
TOTAL EXPENSES 99,278.35
NET INCOME -34,806.91
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